CATHEDRAL OF ST. FRANCIS DE SALES

GUIDELINES FOR CHOOSING GODPARENTS FOR BAPTISM

Who may be a GODPARENT for Baptism?

The Law of the Church, Canon Law, #872 and #874 lists the requirements for the valid and lawful sponsorship in Baptism and Confirmation…

A GODPARENT:

· MUST be Mature enough to undertake this RESPONSIBILITY:
· MUST be a Catholic;
· MUST have received ALL three Sacraments of Initiation:  
Baptism Confirmation, and First Communion;
· MUST  be at least 16 years of age;

· MUST KNOW the Basic Truths of the Catholic Faith; BE A PRACTICING CATHOLIC WHO ATTENDS MASS EVERY SUNDAY; Receives the Sacraments regularly; and sees to the Religious Instruction of his/her own family;

· MUST NOT be living in an Invalid marriage (if married, must be married in the Catholic Church);

· MUST NOT be cohabiting (living with another without the benefit of the Sacrament of Marriage);

· MUST NOT be the Father of Mother of the Candidate.

The Catholic Church requires only ONE Godparent!  There may be two; but if there are two, one must be male and the other female; and they must BOTH meet ALL of the above requirements.
If one party does not meet ALL the requirements – e.g., one is not Catholic – it may be possible for such a person to serve as a WITNESS.  However, even to stand as a Witness, the person must be a BAPTIZED CHRISTIAN at least 16 years of age.

Being a GODPARENT is not just an honor given to a good friend or relative.  To be a Godparent means:

a) having a real understanding and appreciation of the Catholic Faith:

b) ACTIVELY PRACTING that Faith; 

c) Having a sense of responsibility toward the one being Baptized.

