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                                             Diocese of Houma-Thibodaux

                                        2779 Highway 311 – Post Office  Box 505 – Schriever, Louisiana 70395
                                                                      (985) 850-3124 – Fax (985) 850-3224

                                                                        OFFICE OF THE BISHOP

February 17, 2012

Dear Parishioners,

All of you are very aware of the sad direction the present Presidential administration is heading in the area of health insurance coverage.  Human Health Services with the full blessing of our President has recently ruled that all institutions, including Catholic schools, hospitals and universities, must provide health insurance that offers sterilizations, abortion inducing drugs, and contraceptives. 

This is a direct attack on the religious liberty of Catholic institutions as well as others and a violation of the freedom of conscience which are gifts from God.

This is unprecedented in the history of our country. It goes against all previous laws and federal court rulings on this matter. This HHS mandate forces religious employers into bitter choices: to violate their religious convictions and consciences, to stop providing health coverage for their employees, or to end the charitable, medical and educational services that for centuries have provided a crucial safety net to the poor and vulnerable of our society.

This can be the beginning of a slippery slope process.  If this mandate is allowed to be enacted and not overturned by the Congress or the Courts, then what will be next?  

Historically, we have seen similar governmental intrusion into the lives of its citizens, believing it knows what is best for the citizens rather than their constituents.  What happened to the slogan: “For the people, by the people, of the people”?

What can we do? First of all, we must pray for our governmental leaders, especially Congress and the Courts, to recognize the inherent dangers in this mandate and block it from taking effect. Second, we can personally voice our thoughts on this mandate by writing to our senators and congressmen.  

As your bishop, I will join with my brother bishops in taking every legal and necessary step to have this mandate reversed. For us, it is a matter of protecting basic religious freedom which is guaranteed by our Constitution and laws of the land.  It is also a matter of defending the right of each person to follow his or her conscience which is also a protected right.

Let us pray through the intercession of our Lady of Prompt Succor that what is right, good, true and just will prevail in this matter.

Sincerely yours,
Most Reverend Sam G. Jacobs, D.D.

Bishop of Houma-Thibodaux

To send a prepared email addressing this issue to your representatives and senator, go to http://www.votervoice.net/groups/LCC/advocacy/

